232 Correspondence etc. of A. de Tocqiieville. [1861.
In our most murderous wars, when in the course of a year a regiment was killed twice over. It was hiring a man, not indeed to be beheaded, but to be shot for you/
' The destructiveness/ said Beaumont, ' of a war is only gradually known. It is found out soonest in the villages when the deaths of the conscripts are heard of, or are suspected from their never returning ; but in the towns, from which the substitutes chiefly come, it may be long undiscovered. Nothing is known but what is officially published, and the Government lies with an audacity which seems always to succeed. If it stated the loss of men in a battle at one half of the real number, people would fancy that it ought to be doubled, and so come, near to the truth ; but it avows only one-tenth or only one-twentieth, and then the amount of falsehood is underestimated/
' Marshal Randon/ I said, ' told me that the whole loss in the Italian campaign was under 7,000 men/
' That is a good instance/ said Beaumont. ' It certainly was 50,000, perhaps 70,000. But I am guilty of a d/lit in saying so, and you will be guilty of a d&it if you repeat what I have said. I remember the case of a man in a barber's shop in Tours, to whom the barber said that the harvest was bad. He repeated the information, and was punished by fine and imprisonment for having spread des nouvelles alarmantes. Truth is no excuse; in fact it is an aggravation, for the truer the news the more alarming/
' In time of peace/ I asked, ' what proportion of the conscripts return after their six years of service ?'